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Name: Elene

Surname: Shurghulaia

Age: 16 years old

School: Public School N1 of Poti, named after Teophane Davitaya
Grade: 11th Grade

The Road of Georgia from Independence to Freedom



Hello, Lily.

Today, my letter will be different from the others because I want to share something that is very
important to me as a Georgian. I've told you a lot about my country before — our culture, our traditions
— but there’s still something deeply significant that I want to tell you.

I have often thought about the path my ancestors took so that I could live in a free world. And now, I
want to share that story with you

Georgia went through a very difficult journey to get to where it is today. Let’s go back in time a hundred
years and start the story from a joyful moment — the day Georgia was declared an independent
republic. That was in 1918, the year we became independent and were no longer a province of Tsarist
Russia.

To be more specific:

On May 26, 1918, Sunday, at 05:10 AM, in Tbilisi, the National Council of Georgia declared the
country’s independence and established the Democratic Republic of Georgia.

However, this happiness was short-lived. Just four days later, the Russian army invaded Georgia and
began occupying the territory — an act of political annexation.

From 1922, our democratic republic was turned into a Soviet republic, a status that lasted until 1989.
What happened in 19897

On April 9, tens of thousands of people gathered on Rustaveli Avenue in Tbilisi to demand
independence. In the early hours of the morning, under orders from the Soviet Kremlin, the peaceful
demonstration was brutally dispersed — first by military vehicles, then by special interior forces.
April 9 was etched into Georgia’s history both as a day of tragedy and of the rebirth of independence.
Two years later, on March 31, Georgian President Zviad Gamsakhurdia held a referendum asking:
“Do you want the restoration of Georgia’s statehood based on the independence declaration of May 26,
1918?”

Out of 3,672,403 eligible voters, 3,295,493 (including my own parents) voted in favor of restoring
Georgia’s independence.

On April 9, 1991, in honor of the victims of April 9, 1989, Georgia officially became an independent

state once again.



People believed that independence would automatically bring freedom, justice, and prosperity. But the
road was far from easy. After gaining independence, the country faced civil wars, territorial conflicts,
economic crises, and political instability.

We gained independence — but was it true freedom in essence? Legal equality?

Not really, at least not right away.

Very soon after independence, in 1991-1993, Georgia experienced a civil war — an armed conflict
between supporters of President Zviad Gamsakhurdia and the opposition. The war ended with the
overthrow of the legitimate government and the death of Gamsakhurdia. The conflict caused major
material damage to the country and the capital, Tbilisi.

The psychological trauma and damage caused by those events — both on individuals and on society —
are echoed in Zviad Ratiani’s poem "Negative, 20 Years Later", where the poet explores collective guilt
and responsibility, using the haunting refrain:

"And we will never go outside again..."

Another powerful response to the civil war comes from Rezo Getiashvili’s poem "The Manifesto of the
Dead", whose epigraph, "Let’s go kill each other," carries significant ideological weight. The poem mixes
religious symbols and the degradation of the national anthem into scenes of violence, making readers
reflect on destruction carried out in the name of patriotism.

From the 21st century onward, serious transformations began. Independence gradually started
regaining its true meaning. Thanks to the blood of our ancestors and the efforts of great thinkers, we
now live in a world where freedom, equality, dignity, and the respect for one’s opinion are supreme
values.

In short, since regaining independence, we have gradually obtained the right to choose, the freedom
to express our thoughts, and equality before the law — things that didn’t truly exist during the Soviet
era. Or rather, they existed — but only on paper. In reality, they were never felt.

The efforts, struggles, and bloodshed of our ancestors were not in vain. Thanks to them, we now live
in a country that is called an independent state. Thanks to them, I'm able to write to you now, dear
Lily. Thanks to them, I have the opportunity to connect with someone from another country — and
that makes me very proud.

With all my heart, I've tried to tell you the great history of my small country.



Goodbye for now, Lily — I'm eagerly waiting for your reply!



